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LEICESTER 

LEICESTER 
An interesting theory was put forward by Mr. P. Kirk regarding the origin of the 
name. In Germany is a village .called LEIHGESTERN, in Hesse, near Giessen and 
pronounced LAHSTEN. It is alleged to have been derived from LEGIONIS CAsTRA. 

Leicester Mercury, 24 August 1962 

BATH LANE 

In March 1962 a stanchion hole was dug in connection with the reconstruction of 
Messrs. Russells' foundry at a point approximately midway between the E. bank 
of the river and Bath Lane, 4 to 5 ft. W. of the foundation of the W. wall of the 
cellar beneath the landing and loading dock, and 25 ft. E. of the reconstructed wall 
of the S. foundry, where stanchion holes had previously encountered masonry at 
8 ft. below the surface. 
In this excavation the face of a massive wall was exposed for 52 in. running roughly 
N. to S., composed of large granite freestone lumps mortared over and covered by 
4 in. of rammed gravel. The exposed face was not straight, but enclosed an angle 
of some 160 °. The wall was at least 36 in. thick and its depth could not be ascer-

. tained because of flooding but it was well over 18 in. 
J. A, DANIELL 

CITY WALL STREET 

This little street, marked but not named on the 1886 6-in. map, ran from Long Lane 
to Sanvey Gate just before the former joined Elbow Lane. There were about four 
small cottages on either side, and access was gained to Sanvey Gate through an 
entry. The curved kerbstone survived in November 1962. Its only rival in curiosity 
must have been the "Twizzle and Twine" in Olive Street. 

C.L. WYKES 

FRIAR LANE 

The Coade stone figures of a boy and girl from St. Martin's School have been 
removed and placed in the garden of the Wyggeston Hospital, Hinckley Road. 

SHORT STREET 

On New Year's Day 1963 the Leicester Adult School was closed. It was opened on 
5 May 1899, replacing that opened in 1861 (rebuilt 1868) by the Society of Friends, 
adjoining the Meeting House in Soar Lane, which was destroyed by the construction 
of the Great Central Railway. 
A large number of archives were recovered, also a wall banner, a clock by William 
Gray, c. 1875, and various old plates and trophies. 

(Items in Leic. Mus.) 
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TOWN WALLS 

An interesting piece of evidence for the location of the Town Walls has been found 
in MS.19 D61/15, a deed of 5 May 1677, in which the property boundary is described 
as being "upon or near the late wall or ditch of the same borough". The property 
was bordered to the north and south by Friar Lane and Millstone Lane. 

LEICESTERSHIRE 
ASFORDBY. 708190 

G. A. CHINNERY 

For many years a fragment of a Pre-Conquest cross shaft has been recognised, built 
into the north aisle at the west end. The Rev. R. T. H . Pearse, the new incumbent 
and a member of this Society, planned to remove· it, which he eventually did with 
the aid of grants from the Vaughan Archieological Society, this Society and the 
Melton branch. 
Its removal revealed two other fragments which were also extracted and the series 
has now been tastefully set up in the church. The carvings were well preserved, and 
of typical late Anglo-Saxon style, and certain bold motifs remind one of Romanesque 
detail. A date in the 10th or early nth cent. seems reasonable. 

I. Fragment of main shaft. (a) Frontal figure, to below waist, right hand raised, 
palm facing, left holding shaft, possibly a cross, over left shoulder. (Pl. Ia). 
(b) Two parallel knots, with petalled rosette in roundel below and simple 
roundel with X above. (Pl. Ib). (c) Defaced. (d) Complex interlace ornament. 
(Pl. Ila). Below all ,these was a series of large roundels extending the full width 
of the stone, and including the cable pattern with forms the edges. There are 
two small petal-like forms below the rosette in (b). Ht. 37 in. X 13 in. x 17 in. 

2. Fragment of shaft, probably from higher above. (a) Forepart of beast, head 
reversed over back and body ending in knot below. (Pl. IIb). (b) Leaf-like 
spray. (Pl. IIIa). (c) S-shaped interlace scroll. (Pl. IIIb). (d) Interlace with 
knots. (Pl. !Va). On these last two the border survives, much eroded. 
Ht. 20 in. X 14½ in. X 9 in. 

3. Part of cross-arm, carving surviving on one side only. With interlace and small 
knot. Approx. 23 in. X II in. (Pl. IVb). 

A cottage in the main street was discovered by Mr. A. E. Grimbley to be of cruck 
construction when it was demolished. It lay 10 the E. of Asfordby Laundry on the 
N. side of the street. It was obscured by a 19th-century brick front. The crucks 
were fastened by a saddle. 

(Photos. and drawing in Leic. Mus .) 

BELGRAVE. 591074 
The bridge was rebuilt being first stripped down to the medieval structure, affording 
a chance for a photograph. Much of the old masonry survives and was used as the 
foundation for the new work, a high tribute to the medieval builders. (Pl. V). 

(Photos. in Leic. Mus.) 
BRADGATE. 534102 
The Hon. Secretary has drawn up a report and plan for the preservation and better 
layout of the ruins. The site offers great possibilities, since the walled garden could 
be restored and a new and accurate series of plans and elevations would reveal much 
that is obscure of the layout and history of the house. The present chapel is merely 
a later roof over part of the original. The Grey monument was cleaned and repaired 
under the supervision of the Museum. 

BREEDON-ON-THE-HILL. 406234 

Air photographs taken by Mr. A. J. Pickering revealed a hut circle on the very edge 
of the quarry, which was excavated by the Museum staff, with the kind consent of 
the Company. Other pits have been dug by local people at various times and a report 
is in preparation. 



PLATE I 

(a) 
Asfordby: Pre-Conquest Cross 

(b) 
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CASTLE DONINGTON. 447275 

The Old Castle Inn was demolished. It had been a half-timbered building, probably 
17th cent., with upper cruck truss, but drastically altered internally. 

(Sketch in Leic. Mus.) 

COTES-DE-VAL. 554886 
Excavations for laying field drains were undertaken by Mr. Harrison of the County 
Land Agents Department in October 1961 in the field which slopes to the S., about 
150 yards E. of the moated site. A series of trenches about 2 ft. deep were dug fan
wise and drains were laid in them to take surface water towards the moat. The area 
covered by these trenches is in the S.E. corner of the large field which contains the 
site of the deserted medieval village. The whole area is very uneven and is used for 
rough grazing. It has never been ploughed within living memory. 
A daily watch was kept on the excavations in the hope that some evidence to support 
the existence of the medieval village would be forthcoming. . On the higher ground 
to the N. side of the slope the trenches showed light sandy soil immediately below 
the turf line. This produced a few sherds, apparently from a small pot of reddish 
clay (probably medieval). 
Further down the slope to the S. the sandy loam gave way to clay and flint, and it 
was here the trench cut through a layer of hard, dark, burnt material in lumps about 
12 in. below the turf. A lump of this material was recovered, with a number of possible 
worked flints which were scattered all over the area. 
The only other "find" was a short length of iron chain (a filank, from a plough 
harness) which occurred in the sandy area where the sherds were found. 
Apart from this "burnt" level, which extended along the trench for about 10 ft., no 
sign of stratification was forthcoming and no evidence of occupation levels or of 
footings of walls. 

DONINGTON HALL. 423268 
It was discovered that excavations had been going on for some time on the moated 
site on the rise to the N. of the hall, producing sections of the ditch and a mass of 
16th-cent. pottery, clearly from a kiln. The excavator kept very few notes and has 
since died, so that further work will be necessary to unravel the chronology. A 
Roman site has also been discovered elsewhere in the Park. 

(Sherds on loan to Leic. Mus.) 

DONINGTON-LE-HEATH. 422123 

The state of the 13th-cent. Manor House (now a farm) gives cause for great disquiet. 
The house retains a large number of its original features, but it is not inhabited 
and no finance has been forthcoming to help in its repair. It is not too much to say 
that this building is of national interest, and it is greatly to be hoped that under the 
new Act ways may be found of rescuing this remarkable structure. 

GREAT BOWDEN. 746889 

The mid-15th-cent. painting of the Last Judgment on the N. wall of the N. aisle 
of the chancel (an unusual place) has been restored by Miss J. Lenton under the 
direction of Mr. Clive Rouse. This is the county's major wall painting:---those at 
Lutterworth have been cruelly restored. The Hon. Sec. advised in the initial stage 
of this project. 

GROBY. 524077 
Excavations were carried out for the Ministry of Works under the direction of Mr. 
B. Davison, prior to the destruction of much of the bailey by the new by-pass. The 
rock-cut ditch of the bailey proved to be very deep and the motte was shown to 
surround a stone tower, but time did not permit of the excavation being taken to 
the bottom. Report in preparation. Students of Scraptoft Training College assisted 
in ·lhe excavation. 
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GUMLEY. 681902 
The Hall (1764, with 19th-cent. colonnade) has been demolished. It has been photo
graphed by members of the Market Harborough Archreological Society. 

HINCKLEY. 425939 
Nos. 2 and 2a, The Borough (Georgian) were demolished. They were photographed 
locally. 
Nos. 21-23 Church Walks. This two-bayed, half-timbered dwelling was demolished. 
It appears likely that this, along with the houses to the E., may have been a farm
house of the 17th cent. A detailed record and photos. were made by Mr. ;R. J. 
Abbott, Mr. W. Lee, and Mr. H . Newlove, and are in Leic. Mus. 

HUNCOTE. 516973 
Brook House, a 16th-cent. yeoman's house, which was in appalling condition was 
demolished. It was fully drawn and recorded by &tudents of the School of Archi-
tecture. 

(Copies of drawings in Leic. Mus.) 

KNIGHTON. 600013 
The church has been enlarged to the design of our late member, Mr. G. A. Cope. 
The·s. aisle was demolished and re-erected to the S. of a new nave. The roof of the 
aisle contained old timbers which were photographed, but were too decayed to 
re-use. One or two floor slabs were destroyed, but were recorded for Mr. C. D. B. 
Ellis's index. 

LAUNDE. 797045 
Excavations to locate the foundations of the Priory Church were carried out by 
visitors, and later by Mr. A. E. Grimbley and members of the Melton Branch. 
A substantial fragment of the presumed W. end was discovered, and trenches were 
cut in the line of the presumed transept and in the nave, revealing part of a stone 
coffin and much-robbed footings. There were a few fragments of glazed floor tiles. 

(Plan and some tiles in Leic. Mus.) 

LOCKINGTON. 482294 
A Roman villa has been discovered by Dr. J. K. St. Joseph, lying to the W. of the 
complex site which resembles a Roman British village. A trial trench by Mr. D. 
Reaney showed foundations and produced tesserae and a coin of Constantine. 

LOUGHBOROUGH: BURLEIGH HALL. 519188 

This handsome house has now been demolished. Superficially of 18th-cent. stucco, 
it was in fact a stone house, perhaps of the 17th cent., with adjacent farm buildings. 
Earthworks round about suggested a moated site. 

(Full description by G. H. Green in Leic. Mus.) 

MARKET BOSWORTH. 412032 

A mound lying at the road junction to the E. of the town was examined after a pro
posal to erect a monument upon it. There is no evidence as to its date and it may 
well be quite recent. 

MARKET HARBOROUGH: ST. MARY-IN-ARDEN. 741875 

The long-drawn-out controversy over the future of this church and churchyard 
continues. The churchyard contains over 1,000 Swithland slate headstones, many 
of historical or artistic merit. It is now closed and the parish wish to hand it over 
for maintenance to the U.D.C. The U .D.C. planned to remove the wall and head
stones and make it an open space, retaining a few headstones only as paving. This 
Society and the Market Harborough Archreological Society protested, and the tomb
stones were all fully transcribed and three copies made. Mr. H. Collinson of this 



PLATEV 

Medieval Bridge at Belgrave 
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Society advised upon the best specimens for retention. Schemes for the preservation 
of the site as it is, or the retention of selected stones round the edge, have both been 
dismissed on the grounds of cost, and the position of the church authorities is dif
ficult to understand, since all this takes no account of the safety of the church itself, 
left roofless by the previous incumbent and exposed to continued acts of vandalism. 
It is the responsibility of the Church Commissioners and so far little interest has 
been shown in it, though it has an excellent Norman archway. 

MEASHAM. 335123 
The Rectory, built in 1820 of the well-known large Measham bricks, was demolished. 
It was recorded locally, but prints have not yet been forthcoming. 

MEDBOURNE MANOR. 803931 
This 13th-cent. house, one of the oldest in ,the country, has been acquired by Mr. 
R. S. Johnson and sympathetically restored. Basically the simple plan of hall, open 
to the roof, and stone screens with solar above, survives. The screens' ends were 
extended in the 15th cent., and a fireplace was later built in the hall. The newel 
stairs were replaced and the whole brought up to date in the 18th cent. Much of 
the original roof survives. Traces of a mural painting were discovered, but unfor
tunately a new water tank was put close to it before it could be photographed. 

(Drawings and photos. in Leic. Mus.) 
MEDBOURNE. 800930 

The Royal Arms of 1778, painted on oak, has been cleaned and restored by Messrs. 
Arnolds as a gift of Mr. G . F. Timpson. 

MEL TON MOWBRAY. 735221 

At Potter Hill farm a fragment of an incised slab was found in a wall . It is part of 
an inscription and a note is in preparation by Mr. F. A. Greenhill. It reads: 

.. .'m rogo cuntum' . . . and can be dated to the 15th cent. 

MOUNTSORREL. 58n51 

The handsome butter cross, a domed rotunda of 1793, a scheduled Ancient Monu
ment, has through long neglect fallen into grave disrepair. A proposal has been put 
forward to demolish it, and replace it with the medieval cross which formerly stood 
on the site, and is now in Swithland Park, safe from the vandalism to which it would 
be exposed if it were returned. The Society (and, we understand, the Ministry) 
feel strongly that the local authority should shoulder its responsibility and repre
sentations have been made to this effect. 
The 16th-cent. house, 88 Leicester Road, has been demolished, but it was drawn 
before demolition by our member, Mr. V. R. Webster, for his forthcoming publi
cation on local houses of this type. 
The site of the old Robin Hood Inn was demolished, revealing old ovens, and stone 
walls. 

(Photos. in Loughborough Echo, 29 June z962.) 
NARBOROUGH. 537975 
After lengthy negotiations a grant was made by the Ministry of Works to assist the 
owner to restore this handsome 16th-cent. hall. 

NEWTOWN LINFORD. 522098 

The Royal Arms and supporters in the church have been cleaned and restored by 
Mr. D. Tapster. 

(Leic. Advertiser, 5 Oct. I962.) 

PEATLING MAGNA. 594926 

Houses were built on part of the rectangular moated site in the field to the W. of 
the church. A few sherds were picked up, but it was not possible to conduct an 
excavation, and though the site was visited no foundations were observed. 
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QUENIBOROUGH. 650122 
A scheme for new housing, involving the demolition of the barn (1741) and the 
dovecote (1705) and the Old Hall (1675), was rejected. The Hall is in occupation 
but the barn and the dovecote are in need of repair. 

ROTHLEY TEMPLE. 576123 
The house has now been converted into an hotel and the chapel sealed off from the 
house, the incised slab (Greenhill II) being set in the archway facing the restaurant. 
Another slab (Greenhill I) is now in the rockery. At the request of the Society the 
owner kindly cut back the ivy which was spreading over the chapel. 

SCRAPTOFT. 648057 
The upper part of the medieval cross shaft in the churchyard was blown off and 
subsequently more correctly restored by the P.C.C. with the help of the Hon. Sec
retary and the advice of the Ministry of Works. 

SHARNFORD. 4792 
In a field between this village and Aston Flamville a silver denarius of C NAEVIVS 
BALBVS 78-77 B.C. (Sydenham 769) was found. 

STAUNTON HAROLD. 380209 

A proposal was put forward to remove the 19th-cent. E. window of the chapel and 
replace it with clear glass in accordance with the original scheme. The project was 
opposed locally and lack of funds has precluded any action. This is a reminder that 
the full scheme of the proposed restoration a few years ago, which included rehang
ing the bells and replacing the banners, has never been completed. 

WIGSTON PARVA. 467898 
A proposal to demolish the 17th-cent. farmhouse on the green was refused by the 
County Council. 

The Loughborough District 

The following are taken from the Bulletin of the Loughborough and District Archaw
logical Society, Nos. 4 (1961) and 5 (1962), and are here included for the sake of 
completeness. 
None of the objects has been examined by the compiler and only those identifiable 
from the information given are included. 

LOUGHBOROUGH. 5rr189 

Upper stone of Iron-Age type quern found on the Ashby Road. (4,14) 

LOUGHBOROUGH. 529201 
8 Havelock Street. Coin of Trajan found. (4,15) 

LOUGHBOROUGH. 536189 

19th-cent. window in cottage abutting the rear of the Notion shop in Church Gate 
described. (5,19) 
LOUGHBOROUGH. Demolitions. (4,3-7. 5,7-rr) 
LOUGHBOROUGH, Medieval MSS. relating to: present whereabouts not stated. 

(4, rr-13; 5, 23-25) 
LOUGHBOROUGH, Old Rectory described. (5,21-22b) 

DISEWORTH. 454245 

Jetton found in between the beams of Lilley'.s Cottage. 
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DISHLEY. 513212 
Shon history with plan of church. (5, 3-6) 

KEGWORTH. 487259 
Two worked flints found in Mill Hill. (4,14) 

LONG WHATTON. 484232 
Worked flint found. (4,14) 

QUORN. 565169 
Small two,.handled jar of amphora form found by Dr. Wykes while digging garden. 
Ht. 6½ in. (? foreign D.T-D.C.) (4,14) 

SHEPSHED. 4819 

Demolitions in Shepshed. (5, 12) 

THORPE ACRE. 516201 
Farmhouse demolished. (5,14) 

WANLIP. 602uo 
Roman pottery found near the church. (5,18) 

SCHEDULED MONUMENTS 
Addition to previous list: High Cross, Roman town. 474887 

\ 
MEASHAM WARE 

At the end of the last century a type of pottery was produced having a brown glaze 
and small polychrome sprays of flowers in relief. It was especially popular on canal 
boats and specimens often bear names of persons and places, with dates, in lettering 
impressed on small panels in "Wengers Blue". This was known to the staff of 
Leicester Museum as "Measham Ware", but, lacking -the authority of text books, 
an appeal was made in the district for information to substantiate this claim. The 
following is condensed from the subsequent columns of the Burton Daily Mail, by 
kind permission of Mr. J. S. Woodford. 

The ware was known as Rockingham Ware, and the earliest dated specimen 
so far recorded is 1873 and the. latest 1908. The majority of forms are teapots in 
various sizes, sometimes with miniature ones as knobs, but vases and jugs are known. 
In the late 19th cent. they were sold at a little shop at Cut End near the canal bridge 
at Measham. The shop was kept by Mrs. Oamp as a· general grocery, and traded 
largely with the bargees, but the main trade was done by Mr. Jimmy Bott who had 
a shop on the canal bridge at Snarestone. 

The source of supply was Mr. William ("Bossy") Mason's Pottery in Pool 
Village (now Mason, Cash & Co.). 

Mr. Mason, always wearing a white apron, visited four taverns every morning 
for half a pint of best and occasionally two pen'oth of whisky. Intending purchasers 
had to call at lµs works a fonnight before, leaving their orders on slips of paper 
with Mr. Harrison, plus 6d. fee and 6d. deposit. Hence a pot made for Henry George 
Byrne was initalled H.J.E. (J =Jarge). 

The pots were fired on the Friday before the appropriate holiday. The half
gallon size cost 2s., one gallon 3s. 6d., and were made by Mr. Martin. Mr. Mason 
is remembered also for the splendid phrase "when we look back into the futurality". 

Mr. Aaron Jones of Measham made pancheons ("fuggins") but not teapots. 
A later price list was issued by Wilson Bros. of Coleonon Pottery, Ashby-de:-la
Zouch, 13 Feb. 1889. 

Burton Daily Mail, 8, 15, 22, 29 March 1963. 



56 LEICESTERSHIRE ARCHJ£.OLOGICAL AND HISTORICAL SOCIETY 

ORIGIN OF PLACE NAMES : LEICESTER 

The origin of Lloegr, by M. Gwyn Jenkins. 
Bulletin of the Board of Celtic Studies, XIX pt. I, November 1960, pp. 8-23. 

Summary: 

The traditional Welsh name of England is Lloegr. It occurs in early Welsh 
poetry and is a . monosyllable. The men of Lloegr are Lloegrwys. The suffix wys 
is derived from the Latin ensis, the adjectival ending of a place name, e.g. : Lindum 
(Lincoln), Lindenses (men of Lincoln), corrupted in later Latin to Lindeses and in 
late British to Lindes. The late British form of Lloegrwys would be Lecres which 
can be deduced from an accepted series of vowel changes. 

The earliest records of the place name Leicester are: 
Legorensium episcopus 
Legorensis civitatis episcopus 
"Leogerensis" episcopus 
Legoracensis aecclesiae 
Legoracensis civitatis 
Of Ligera ceastre 

(other MSS.: Ligra-, Ligre-, Ligere-, 
Ligora ceaster 

(other MSS.: Ligera-, Ligere-, Legra-.) 

787 
803 (contemporary) 
Sn 

c. 816 
839-44 

s.a. 942 
Legra-, Ligran-). 

s.a. 942 (Anglo-Saxon 
Chron. A, c. 960) 

William of Malmesbury, c. n25, says Leicester was named "a Legra fluvio 
praeterfluente", which Ekwall (English River Names, Oxford 1928, xiii) considered 
to be an invention, perhaps derived from the village of Leire. 

Geoffrey of Monmouth, c. 1136, added the King Lear legend. But Ekwall points 
out that Legora- must be a genitive plural. Other Anglo-Saxon names derived from 
rivers have the suffix saetan = dwellers by. And whence the name of the Soar? But 
there is an Old English word le;5er (whence lair) derived from the act or fact of lying. 
hence the place of lying, cf. Dutch Zeger = camp, especially one besieged, hence 
beleaguer, laager. Leger-, therefore, can be a neuter noun = camps. The g is a 
voiced velar spirant, and as the Old English accent is on the first syllable, it would 
tend to drop out. 

The Roman name Ratae is derived from a Brythonic word and has the Irish 
congener Rath = the circular vallum, often palisaded, surrounding ancient Irish 
residences. Ratae superseded the hill-forts of Burrough, Breedon, etc. Thus Legora
ceaster means the Roman walled town of Legor, taking Legor as a district :name 
and including Leire, which latter was later isolated by Danish settlements like 
Wigston and Blaby, though it is near the Peatlings, an -ingas place name which sug
gests early settlement. 

The Middle Angles were probably in origin an early alliance of related peoples 
distinct from the East Angles and the Mercians. At the Council of Clofeshoh, 803, 
bishop Werenberht is Meditanorum Angleorum episcopus and also Legorensis civi
tatis episcopus. History is scanty, but it would appear that a British community may 
have held out in the Midlands till the latter part of the 6th century A. D. When this 
community collapsed the Middle Angles expanded westwards and their influence 
brought their Leger district name into Welsh as a general term for England. 
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THE FLINT FAMILY OF MARKET HARBOROUGH 

A bullet-shaped mineral water bottle was found by Gerald Molloy, a Lutterworth 
schoolboy, in the filling of a well near the centre of the town in the spring of 1963. 
The bottle bore the legend "FLINT. MANUFACTURER. MARKET HARBOROUGH". The 
following notes on the firm of Flint were contributed by Mr. A. G . Coltman of 
Market Harborough : 

There are people in Market Harborough who remember this firm. The premises 
were in the High Street adjoining the south side of the Angel Hotel. One lady 
mentioned that her grandfather was one of a number of draymen employed in regular 
deliveries in the town and surrounding villages. Other duties included the bottling of 
wines and spirits. It was customary to give sample drinks on the premises to pro
spective buyers. The maltings were in Fairfield Road. On John Wood's plan of 
Market Harborough made in 1839 these are marked as "The John Bull malthouse" 
in Back Road. William Flint is shown as occupying the premises in the High Street. 
In 1837 he rented two closes of land totalling about 21 acres from the Feoffees of the 
Harborough Town Estate. This may have been acquired partially to accommodate 
his horses. 

The Flint family was of Irish extraction. James and Edward Flint were the 
subsequent owners of the business. In the Church Rate List of 1860, James and 
Edward Flint were assessed for a yard and stables in the High Street at an annual 
value of £35, Edward Flint for a house in High Street at £50, and James Flint for 
a house in High Street at £35. The two houses, dating from the late eighteenth 
century, are still standing at the north-west end of the High Street, near the junction 
with Leicester Road. The firm was founded in 1819 and the premises in the High 
Street closed about 1925-6. A member of the Flint family was subsequently in a 
partnership under the title of Sarson & Flint, with premises in Coventry Road, 
Market Harborough. This business has now gone from the town. 

In an advertisement in 1892 it was stated that competition was becoming very 
severe in the wine and spirit trade, and the branches connected with it. One of the 
most powerful causes of this competition was given as the introduction of new 
methods of finishing the goods for market and giving them a fictitious appearance. 
There was coming into existence a new race of spirit merchants, brewers and malt
sters who had little resemblance to the traditional one, who, with substantial capital 
and high principles of integrity, carried on his trade on the lines of mutual confidence 
between dealer and customers. James and Edward Flint were respectable wine and 
spirit merchants who, in spite of competition by people who sold inferior wines as 
high-class wines, and Irish and Scotch whiskies largely blended with German potato 
spirit for the genuine old and mellow malt liquor, enjoyed the patronage of the 
leading town and county families and hotels in the prosperous district around 
Market Harborough. 

The business had grown and attracted to itself various allied branches, so that 
it was one of the most comprehensive of its class in the county, and included the 
manufacture of malt on a large scale, the sale of hops, seeds and cereals, and the 
supply of ales and stouts as well as wines, spirits and cordials. A supply of the finest 
growths of hops in first-class condition was kept for the use of common brewers and 
private persons who wished to brew their own beers. High-class malts made from 
selected barleys were in stock and a considerable trade was done in this branch of 
the business. 

In 1902 the firm of James and Edward Flint described itself as compounders, 
wine, spirits and ale merchants, ,and also about this time owned the Angel Hotel. 
By 1908 James and Edward Flint had gone. William Flint was owner of the business 
and described as wine, spirit and ale merchant. Their one-time business premises 
are now No. 36 High Street, and comprise a suite of offices, but the monogram 
J. &E. F. can still be seen carved on the stonework of the ground floor. The maltings 
in Fairfield Road are occupied by a firm of seed and cattle-food merchants. 


